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ROBERT A. PASTOR, CLASS OF 1969, last month we listened with considerable awe 
(and enormous pride) as President Jimmy Carter praised you as “bold,” “brilliant,” and 
“an innovator”—and credited you with, among other achievements during your tenure as 
National Security Advisor for Latin America, bringing about the Panama Canal treaties; 
normalizing relations between the United States and Cuba; and initiating a human rights 
program that transformed every military dictatorship in South America into a democracy. 
 
During your career you have made extraordinary contributions to your academic 
discipline, to American foreign policy, and to the world.  On this occasion we pay 
grateful tribute, as well, to your leadership in helping Lafayette students become 
confident and informed global citizens.  Through your personal commitment, your and 
Margy’s generosity in endowing a major annual lecture in international affairs, and your 
exceptional network of colleagues and friends, you have given our undergraduates the 
priceless opportunity “to listen to people who have influenced the world in the hope that 
one day they can influence the world.” 
 



Forty-four years ago you graduated from Lafayette with honors in history.   No written 
thesis is required for the honor you are being accorded today.  You have earned it instead 
through your forceful and visionary efforts to create a better world. 
 
THEREFORE, by the authority granted by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to the 
Trustees of Lafayette College and by them delegated to me, I award you the degree of 
DOCTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, honoris causa, with all the rights, honors, and 
privileges thereto appertaining, in token whereof I present you with this diploma and 
direct that you be vested in the hood emblematic of the degree. 
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